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/fom Herald Got Story 


Copyright 


By WILLIAM MQNTALBANQ ;j,V 

HeraW Staff Writer t - ..ih-y 
.Miami HaratS PuWHSliw Co. 07} 


WASHINGTON — . One of Anjeri?. 
ca’s brightest young spies, an earn? 
est. committed professional who 
says ho ran dan desiine operations, 


on four continents jri thq last; de- ' 
cade, has resigned ir/ disgust • from 
the -CfA.' /’ , * , ! , 

“The. .CIA,' .'is t : paralyzed,'’, .he: 
charges. “They are laughing, at us. 
" in Moscow and,, Havana.* Even 'our 
friends don’jt, trust, us .anymore, T 
quit because 3.. could not . longer do 
my jojb ” , *. .w * * *. ..J r ' ' 

The spy Is? Mike .Ackertpa'n^.a 3"*“. 
year-old Miapilan : who ..w rites coin- 


myntaneWciWcIassicai WidaWr in 
this 'spare tame and ‘is /‘‘mors'/'&iraidC 

of the Soviet -Union* than anything 

else on eArrh.", :-/ ■’ v" ‘ ' - " 


• apartment.i-i 


else on eaati 

Kerph/vges that the CIA has'.pec-n 
undorminei by its own nrslrkt/. ' 


/adyeniuriij'pplitiejgns, by a lack cf 


cooperation on the part of; 

: government agencies,? by .elements, 
of. ihe';';^.|ieriQan : ; press .Hliafr'.jiave 

sn.ioha.W;; and b'l -ar, jAmerman 
public i.fibSfrerent. .to -the’- needs o' fe’ 
professional intelligence service,,: b 
_i ‘‘YQU CAN’T. run an inteliiglnce 
* agency hi goldfish bowl, jf Is as 
.simple that.” , v ' / </ f 

For foiiV yqarSj'/Ackerpan. says, 
i he'. frave;ed' ; widely "mostly in- 
l Latin A “".erica — as a lorm-vvo'T spy 


<'?'/ 1 ; ' • • 
fromi> a\;. bachelor. 

Mian 

T Since'.! 964, he says,; he Tas/'car* \ 
^jeu -cut'/ clandestine . operations in • 
20 countries “'■*3 -p the Western 

five ? n Turbpe. ' T- 1 i - •• 

- Ackerman- says lie had twp spe- ; 
ciaitiGSihcpyert poiitica 1 • action and 
'what A described as clandestine de* 
of ' positive intelligence 
•crhmuhist sources. 

•.electing -intelligence. he says, 
st frequent targets were Rus* 
ltd Cubans. 

Ackerman resigned May 30 after 
11 yams as a case officer in the 
C-A's ! Clandestine Services;- His 
Tank/ GS-!4,r is. about equal to that * 
of a lieutenant colonel in the armed 


•forces. He was "among the youngest 
Officers in the .’Cl A to hole; such a 
rank, according ' to an agency 
spokesman who confirmed his em- 
ployment and resignation. 


ve ! ooj; 
from r 


stans 


• ACKERMAN has not gore pub 
to tel! stories out a: school. He s$ 
he will not violate confidences, i 
goal is to make himself credible ai 
to make credible his contcnfi 
that a vital safeguard of U.S 
rily is being destroyed by I. 
calls “a hostile political elm.,,* 
the United States.” 

Ackerman says (he CIA h 
lost its effectiveness. 

"If 1 were a Russian today a 


Turn lo Page I4A Col. 1 
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ress, roiitieiai 


iCM PAGE ! 


ilk to somebody I would go 
7 (British intelligence) or 
isad (Israeli v. intelligence.) •• 
■uid not have ' been, true a 

frustration, Ackerman be- 
= speaks not only for him- 
also for other professional 
ice officers of his genera- 
te personal circumstances 
How them to speak public- y 
=51 s that they. are- paving. for ’ ■ 

made- by>r»nother genera- - 
.teii:genc«omcer^rJ. •. 4 

e trade,. 7 Ackerman was .. 
3 a '‘street man,” slang for 
=all number-' of front-line '■ 
d chink on ttassr feet, usual- 
alone and are. at home in : 
-alley world mlicre inteili-. 
lougnt and sotd'-' 


7;. "Tin; cynics will, no doubt, 

, conclude . that this is a OA 
operation. It isn't. It’s my op- 
era t i on. And any body who 
listens to what I have to say 
’ .will, quickly discover. thereis .. 
ahobodySin : th^fivorlflilwb o ■■ 

• >; s ; -1 . .. - ; y ,. 

; : wptt. Id ""sponsor ■ bull-beaded 
Mike Ackerman bill me. 


'/. - ' rf .' 7’ 






fti" 


■W'i 


. r ; 

— yf cke^t 



XL acknowledge by name ' lectual Marine, Ackerman fits the 

wo countries,: where, he • description. • • wb 

The Dominican. Republic/ " uv ' /A 

-ana. Hi'srri, service there .!"" I n a lengthy series of interviews 
TTH-ssv cover-is recorded in ;■ h® emerged as hawkish, articulate, ' 
nz riocurnes^r*mS»Me to , .^intelligent,: somewhat xigtd and en~ 
i :■ -■ nghteous&in hhfcconvictibm^. 

'* ■•'r • -.7 A .sJffTa 


aunts and 
Emanuel. 


uncles know him 


‘ y ■%: 1 

argues/. i 'that- intelli- 
an in&speasS&fer tool . of 
u’s foreign parley. In the 
oe United Status, he says, - 
ni counterweight to under- 
orations regularly, under- . 
Communist countries. 

nds covert action, the tar- 
nch of the recent outcry 
he CIA as a. legitimate 
of an intelligence agency 
u action is in the national 


both- tenser and Intense. 

- 

B HA is- the sodrof t an immigrant^ • 
Russian Jew from Besarabia and. he- 
is profoundly geligious.; Once; in' 
order not to break cover, he posed' 
as an Italian . Jew ,to worship at‘a_ 
Latin American synagogue' Acker-^ 
man’s mother;' now widowed, keeps 
a kosher home in- -North Dade. 7 


Ackerman 
York. He is 


was bom in Newb front's 
a= graduate of Dart- % 


Ackerman’s entire CIA career 
was spent in the Clandestine Ser- 
vices, which is known officially as 
the Deputy Directorate of Opera- 
tions and is sometimes referred to 
by the media as the “Dirty. Tricks- 
Department.” '- V . 

The CS, as Ackerman calls it, 
runs Covert operations and seeks 
intelligence from human sources. It 
is-the most elite* the -most 'seer etr 
and one of the smallest divisions of 
the CIA, most of. the workof which- 
deals*;./ with*' intedigmc#; 


pervisors, now working 
America, said flatly: 


in Latin. 


CIA can no longer effec- 
tv out either clandestine 
e-gathering, or covert po- 
on, he says,/. V ' ;.y . 


“He is the best C.O. (case officer) 

1 nave ever met,” 

For the first part of his -reer 
Ackerman says, he- was a sw cialist 
^covert- action operation:,,/ lie 
h+%? e d break Cornrnunist-led : - 
trikes, 'he, tunneled funds to- the# i 
•P^.' sh f, of a. moderate newsoap J! 
.un^attac^ he helped a democrat? u 
tCftia^tionst ward off « communist u 
' Ttpfcover of .their: political party.) | 

4 - Ackerman : says y his tradernr^k 

|wa3^y^rk7as^.af hon-AmerKfn. 

Inanimate • sources ; such- P«sed 'as : :r;#. harc-dt .wag : 

*mical Jbumals and the products 4f ur0 P ea n fishing industry tycod ; :o 'M 
mouth (magna cum laude) and ; of electronic and photographic esni— ® ec f trate a hostile embassy.. AJbth.- * 
earned a master’s degree in politi- • onage..- . . ”^ r time he pretended to be a fbban 

^ a L?^? e , at ?°‘ u “?i a University,/; ••Beak -vas the nlksiawe tagged to ..“ a - ke contact# M fi 

on Ackenr.an by. Ms?'cs^»agues. . 


-Ad to quit the day I met 
■ritb a Communist source 


before^ joining the CLA. (His mas- 
ter’s thesis compared the Autent- 
icos in Cuba with the* Fopulares irx 

Puerto Rico.) \ ^ k . ■>• 

' 'v ■ .. 

After more than a. decade of life 
in the shadows, Ackerman is now 
uneasy, squinting a bit in anticipa- 


:/ ! Because of my Russian ances- 
try, I suppose, and b* cause I tend 
to be .sloppy and clumsy.” A col- 
league, one- writing a physical de- 
scription- ,|pf ’ Ackerman, noted, play- 
asking his life to see me-.* tiort^i thT sunlight "it is IdsAntef hav ^ ^tchnp stains on 

Z ed I could, not guarantee ' tte witsTy which he has hved’ h,s tie and .after lunch and 

as a spy, that he is relying on to see 
him through what he expects may 
be a difficult transition. 


dinner.’ 


was no way I could prom- 
that some irresponsible 
Congress or ex-employee 
leak his information or 
reporter wouldn't biat it' 
4 front page.. ' 

IS the recent record. And 
itiooal tragedy.” 

\ must be allowed to 
n:n .secure boundar.es, 
insists. 

isems general agreement 
am try that we shouldn’t 
.c the details of the Pola- 
gui dance system. Why is 
also a consensus about 
on of our principal intel- 
:.v;:y? Without secrecy, a 
service cannot func- 


\-\ 3 y, from his post at a 
>sv in Europe, Ackerman 
JIA director of personnel 
e only job he has had 
ag college. 

s.v resign from 'A effec.- 
y 1975. f contin*. ^up- 

-ikeartedly the m. f 
y but do not belie .at 
' cart fulfill, that mission 
rosu.a political climate 
gently prevails in o»r 
have reached, the regrett- 
lsion that 1 can do more 
untry and in support of 
as a private citi: 


HIS PLANS are uncertain. He . 
has about $10,000 in pension money' 1 
recovered from the government and 
some $4,000 paid for unused leave 
time. Initially, at least, he will seek 
public forums. 

Ackerman anticipates a credibil- 
ity problem. 

“The cynics will, no doubt, con- 
clude that this is a CIA operation. 

It isn’t. It's my operation. And any- , 
body who listens to what I have to 
say will quickly discover there is 
nobody in the world who would 
sponsor bull-headed Mike Ackerman 
but me.” 

As avocations, Ackerman plays 
the stock market and writes about 
theology: last winter -he had a story 
published under a pseudonym in 
The Jewish Spectator. 

Ackerman does not smoke, and 
he drinks little, although he is an 
expert handicapper of Miami sin- 
gles’ bars. In one of them, he was 
once overwhelmed for the atten- 
tions of a girl by a competitor who 
told lurid stories of his career as a 
CIA agent. 

HE WAS BORN Emanuel C„ Ack- 
erman, but chose Mike as a prefer- 
red first name when he joined the 


y, 

r, • :• 7 YC7 /US”%5 is? not 

one or those things, that /most con- 
certi ■; Atkerrnm. ; 

‘They greatest Amerie&p intelli- 
gence:. officer - who ever .live# was a. 
great, .'messy, shambling man who 
looked ilka- Jackie Gleason with a 
mustache.” ’ * 

The CIA ^spokesman .who " ac- 
knowledged ^Ackerman’s, service* 
said he had left the service ‘‘in the 
highest repute.” ' ^ . 

“He was an extremely well- 
thought-of . operations officer with 
an .excellent record,” the spokes- 
man said. ”He was one of the 
youngest of his rank we’ve got 
here. it is unusual for an officer of 
his cage to be so far ’ ahead of the 1 
pack.” “ > 

A high CIA executive, who has 
been publicly identified as such but 

prefers to remain anonymous in 
this instance, evaluated Ackerman 
this way: 

“He gets extremely high marks 
for intellect and imagination and 
high. marks for dedication. I rank 
him in the fop 7 per cent among his 
peers in performance and in the top 
10 per cent over-ail.” 

_ Another CIA executive, now re- 
t'.T’.'d after 7.0 ■••ears in jmeikeence. 
’v-ii Miami •? ration chief when Ack- 
erman was ba.-ed there. 

_ ”A-*kerm;tn -vas one of “he most 
s l ever ha 


an " -^pfcan; .radical' movercer^ 

1 “-^'specialty was the pitch?# 
to ^ meet:; (source, try to established 
relationship and then pitch him, ill 
am ^representative o^f.S. intelliLv 
gence/.and I think there arc compel- 
ling reasons why yot^should coop- 
eris te with us.’ ' M - ; r . f v 

.. 1 7 ‘Sometimes yomSfike out. But if. 

Wou bat 1,000 t hepf you’re pitching 

j £iy:r 

; ,%HL HIGHEST honor I ever re- 

i colleagues was -the 

pmanli^ol a .shell game for rav 
bi«nda3|P, ....... 

believes in classical in« 
tggence;m« way Bobby Fisher be- 
geves in chess. For Ackerman, the 

a^fc'olade is to be “profes- 
.sional.” B|mg a spy, he says. . is to 
practice at^rofession as • hono^aKe ■ 

as | is old!|j: s j 

"V * hen ?#ses needed spies to go. ]] 
into Canaarihe, didn't pick just any- 
body. He ctese 12 .princes, includ- 
ing Jcshua.”lr 7,- 7 - ’ 


: m hassled, never 
er caused a scan- 
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ty;Iniei!:ge nc ^|f says, Ackerman, is a 
cerebral gamy that‘ 'demands more 
patience t hart glamor, more intei- 1 
sect than brawn. The popular image 
°l' m ^ spy is so. -far from the real .. 
tflingi r,e says, 3 that real spies don’t- J 
even:tead spy stories. • ■ ■ 

*T seldom carried a gun. The only 
training :n firearms or unarmed 
commi 1 ever got: was routine in- 
struction in the Ait' Force: ■ . 

^ shortKanybody, and 7 1 ' 

?r been s hot at. Once I had 
to throw a block oma-cop in. Latin 
_y tlt th: hwas because I 
stake. When you have to 

' ‘-s usually toorlate. 

”1 ha - » .cev-?r ]■ 
been ■»n**v£ ( i. i!e 


America, 
made ® 
do that. 
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JINKS 


By LARRY OTEES . 

Herald exacted*® • ' T' 

Two months ago Bill Montalbano 
introduced me to Mike Ackerman 
at a restaurant on Biscayne Bay. 
We were there because Ackerman 
flatly refused to 
come to The Her- 

The*®-- was noVr 

way he would . 
enter a newspapers ‘ ; 
office, he said. At g|^-' 
that time, he was 
still on the payroll 
of the Central In- 
telligence Agency. 

He appeared to 
be ill at ease, but he was sure of 
what he wanted to say: He had de- 
cided to quit the Central Intelli- 
gence Agency because he felt he 
could no longer do the job he was 
paid to do. And, he wanted to tell 
his story. • 

That’s where Montalbano and I 
came in. 

He and Ackerman had known 
each other when both were gradu- 
ate students at Columbia in the 
early 1960’s. They had talked once 
several years ago after Ackerman,,, 
whose mother lives here, had seem 
Montalbano’s byline in The Herald. 

GENERALLY WARY of the 
press, he trusted Bill — more or 
less. Generally wary o£ intelligence 
agents. Bill trusted Ackerman — 
more or less. 

Ackerman had told Montalbano 

what he- wanted to do. Montalbano 
expressed interest, and suggested 
the meeting with me. 

If he quit, Ackerman asked us, 
was The Herald interested in print- 
ing his story? 

Well, we were interested in talk- 
ing about it — but we had reserva- 
tions. What did he want to say? 
How could we be sure he was what 
he said he was? For that matter, 
how could we satisfy ourselves that 
his resignation and public state- 
ments were not themselves a CTA 
o Deration? 


...AS WE TALKED he spoke angri- , 
Iy; about CIA- critics, including the 
press. He referred to Philip Agee, 
the turncoat agent who wrote a 
tell-all book about the- agency, a 
traitor. He argued passionately for 
the need . of sophisticated intelli- 
gence 'opcraSfen,' including a capaci- 
ty for covert operations, in. today’s 

. 

But he -almost .as* vigorous in/ 
criticizing some, of the agency’s ac- 
tivities, . He thought' many of the 
OSS generation of C'LA leaders had 
been guilty of bad judgment and — 
with special contempt — a lack of 
professionalism. He expressed con- 
cern that the principles he had been • 
taught as a young agent had been 
flouted by some of those who did 
the teaching. 

We made it clear we were only 
interested in his story if it included 
a fair balance of . his opinions, pro 
and con, and if he offered enoughs 
facts about his career to help our, 
readers understand better how the 
agency operates. 

HE WAS WILLING, with the 
clear stipulation that he would not 
violate his oath to the agency. 

■ Since he was not a professional 
writer he was willing, too, to work* 
with Montalbano in preparing his 
articles. 

It was not too difficult to verify 
that Ackerman was who he said he 
was.. We started with Montalbano’s \ 
personal knowledge, and made full * 
use of the kinds of contacts a news 
organization develops with even a 
supersecret government agency. 

Tougher to deal with was the 
question of whether the resignation 
was a pretense, part of a planned 
defense of a CIA under assault. 
After all, we were dealing with a 
man who by his own account had 
been a skilled con man as a case of- 
ficer. 

ULTIMATELY, deciding that the 
resignation was for real was a mat- 
ter of judgment. — judgment, based 
on logic, on investigation, on per- 
sonal contact. 


v Neither Ackerman's name, nor his 
position gives his words automatic 
weight. Many of his opinions are 
controversial, including his view of 
CIA history; 1 .. 

If the resignation were a mse, its 
public nature would forever limit 
his. ability to go back to doing what 
he did. His action is consistent v;ixb 
his. pec.cHvu * Ly- .his 
v convictions* The facts we u,n check:- 
all hold together. 

■ HIS STORY, fold with Monfcalba- 
Tig’s help, begins in today’s Herald. 
It offers a different perspective on 
• the CIA, a deeply concerned insid- 
er’s view. 

At a time when the agency’s fu- 
ture is being debated, we think it is 
a view w or t h p re s en ti ng to our 
readers. 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/20 : CIA-RDP79M00467A000200120026-9 



THE MIAiUr HERALD 


Sun 


■; 


oraier 


Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/05/20 : CIA-RDP79M00467A0002001 20026-9 .. 

. — — - — . - • , ■ - L;7 " 




.an- 


Continued from Page 1 . 

uted to our political Institutions 
Mid not to William Colby, 

HE Din HIS PEST In what was 
sn Impossible situation. Ho made 
significant strides in restoring pub- 
lic confidence in the CIA end in tho 
process achieved for himself c de- 
gree of credibility with Congress, 
the press and the public nt-inrgo’ 
which is quite remarkable for a CIA 
director In the current national 
mood. , ’ , 

At the same time Colby was zeal- 
cut In defending the need to protect 
the secrecy 
end 
of t 


. dcccsscr. as C!a Director, James 
Schlcsinger (who was, ironically, 

1 fired as defense .secretary along 
with ’Colby,) who first undertook 
extensive- Internal Investigation of 
. CIA improprieties, including illegal 
.domestic forays and assassination . 
plotting, Srhlesinger nbd Colby 
wore the ones who $n!!cd upon any ! 
, CIA employes who know of iinpro-' 
pricties to conic forward and report, 
them.; and they did it long- before 


'{!m externa- investigations began, 
They were iho ones who ordered 
questionable, practices ended and 
who instituted' internal procedures 
to ensure against repetition of the 
misdeeds, They were the ones who, 
institutionalized -the new post-Wa- 
tergate morality within the CIA, 



Colt 

!ng information on the genesis of 
CIA covert action operations which 
could bo embarrassing to adminis- 
tration officials, and particularly 
Secretary of State iicnry Kissinger. 

I hope that this stance was not a 
factor in hi.-s dismissal. 

• Colby’s public role Is well-known 
tnd well-documented. What Is not 
so widely understood Is the role he 
m played within the CIA. He has had 
’ yrcet Jmpnct there, and I hope that 
Impact will be r, lasting one. Colby 
Is a straight arrow. Whatever faults . 
he may have, dishonesty and hy- 
pocrisy arc not among thorn. He 
was exactly the right man to 'under- 
take an‘ internal investigation and , 
'reform of the CIA. ' . 

■ Let there be no mistaking that It 
•was Colby, and his immediate -pro *. 5 



THE SENATE and House. Select 
Committees on Intelligence, for nil 
their noise and iwligontion, for. all 
their damaging Souks and revela- 
tions, have not themselves uncov- 
ered or ended any improprieties. 
They have ' merely publicized the 
misdeeds uncovered and corrected 
by Schlesinger and Colby. . • 

in dismissing Colh.v, Prishlent 
Ford died once again the vLai role 
that the CSA plays in America’s de- 
fense. But the fact remains that the 
timing of his action was disastrous 
for the CIA, It condemns the ngen- 
I months in 
sionnl Inmlig.v 
picted and reform 
and debated 
leadership. 

• For an indefinite period Colby 
\vill remain to, face Congress, tho 
own agency ns a 
acting director in whom 
no longer ha.' confi- 
measure of Inn man 
that he !ms agreed, after hls.uncerc- 
. ominous dismissal, to stay Vti and 
da his best. 


thority of - William Colby,' I doubt 
that ho * will ever achieve Colby's 
'credibility,. Ho Is, after nil, net 
above ihc'poiltlea! frny, ns Colby Is, 
but of It anti in it. 

The investigation of the CIA has 
long been too political. It was first 
politicized by the Senate Democrat- 
ic leadership, which appointed to 
the chairmanship of Its select com- 
mit lec Senator Frank Church, h 
presidential aspirant.- . Senator 
Church himself further politicized 
the investigation by his sensational 
public summaries of testimony of- 
fered at closed hearings and, subse- 
quently, by his sponsorship pf open . 
hearings. . 

Now President Ford has. respond- 
ed In kind by his appointment of ' 
Bush, a former Republican national 
chairman. By this appointment tho 
President has unquestionably ' 
turned ‘the CIA Into nn Issue for the 
1976 presidential campaign, 


THIS CAN ONLY hurt the CIA 
and the nation. There was a time In 
this country when the CIA was re- 
moved from politics. There was no 
partisan debate over the U -2 inci- 
dent or even the ill-fated Bay of 
.Pigs invasion. In those days wo 
seemed to bo able to close' ranks 
when U was in our national Interest , 
to do so. Our leaders seemed to bo 
able to fftij national, security before 

aan,5W?5t . -. , .partisan- or personal 'interest.' I be- ' 

'• ■ ' And tiien the • directorship will .. lieve that wc were ail the better Tar 




.pass to a new- man, George Bush, a it. 


George. Busin- 


-H ..'political figure . whose . intelligence J 'served !n 
r\* background Is *nil, II will be many .during *VUHara Colby’s dirccioj 


the CIA for two rears 

.. - during VyBli 

months before Bush will bo able to ship, 5 met him only once, and that 
testify before Congress with the au- -was before he »bccame clitcctor, to 


' 7, 


,'\ t -- 



# 



-HrrfcipcV; A Th« v 


r . As we make our approach to 197(3, you may 
notice a Ifttlc turbulence .,- 1 


■brief 1 him on a clandestine operation - 
In Which I was involved. I realiy 
didn't make his acquaintance as cn 
individual. I knew him best through 
his public appearances. 

He impressed me in those appear- 
ances a$ a loyal CIA man and a 
dedicated American patriot. He has 
done his best to remold the CIA in- 
ternally and to defend it from its 
external critics. I ' believe that his 
principal concern 'has been to pro- . 


serve intact as much of the Cl 
^crating capability as he possi 
cViuId. He has carried out this r 
sion knowing that his days as dii 
tor were numbered ar.d that, tr 
so often the case in the CIA, h:< 
wards would be confined to y 
ever satisfaction he could perm- 
Iy derive from the quality of 
service. I hope that today his sa 
faction is profound. , 
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By MIKE ACKERMAN ' 

SskIJI T> Tr* Htrjia ' . 

There have been no bouquets and, , 
only a- few kind -words for William 
Colby sincc’he was fired last' week,’ ; 
as director of the Central Intel!!- 'X 
Renee Agency. Picsident Ford, an- 
nouncing his dismissal, noted only ■ 
that Colby had ushered trie- CIA. . 
through a difficult period. This ; 
scant praise was the barest mini-, 
mum which ordinary politeness . 

1 would tolerate on such an occasion. '■ 

Nor have others come forth to 
champion Colby. It's not surprising. 
After all. for Congress he has long • 
been the adversary, stolidly defend- • 
-lng CIA against an avalanche of ac- • 
cusalions, some •justified and some , 
patently inaccurate. £for those ele- 
ments ""of the press which have 
made the destruction of the CIA • 
their cause, he has been the. enemy: 

■ the career intelligence officer, the 
professional conspirator, the amor- 
al civil servant, the hit man in a ■ 
business suit. 

T THINK THAT history will 
' judge William Colby much more • 

, kindly. He has performed to the 
best of his ability in what ha3 been . 
the most thankless, of jobs, and he 
has' had hiv moments. Ke has at, 


times .been surprisingly -effective as ■ 
CIA’s defender, in part because he 
has achieved what Is for a man of/, 
his background and position a re- •; 
markable- degree of credibility/" 
Within the CIA Itself, he has hecrfi 
an effective reformer. It Is Colby 
more than anyone else who has - 
sought but past CIA misdeeds, end- • 
cd unwise practices, and set a new 

• tone for the agency, a lone- very'- 
•much in line with post-Watergate ■ 

American morality. * 

Colby served as the director- of’ : 

; the CIA for two and a half difficult >’ 
1 years; When he took over the ngen-.' ■■ 

• cy in May in i 973, it was already > 
under -Investigation by minority , 
members of the Senate" Watergate'' 

Mika Ackerman resigned , 
'from the CIA Iasi May' after .?< 
. 11 years m a clandestine 
. agent. Ho explained the.-- 
■ reasons for his resignation 'f 
in a scries which win pub* ‘ 

, Ushed exclusively In Tim •* 
Miami Herald, lie note lives . ’ 
. in Miami, • ' . • , ' ‘ 




- Committee, determined to prove' • 

> that the CIA had plaj'ed a direct * 

• rolo in organizing the. brcak-ln., it - 

. was not Jong after the crucial . 

* -While House tape finally estab- 
lished that the agency had been a /A 

- victim cl Watergate and not a co- A 
conspirator, that ; a new and strong- ;.''.’ 
er tide oj journalistic, congressional /■' 
end pubhc criticism of the CIA was .- 
unleashed. • «•'/ 

It fell W Colby to explain and to 
•defend tie embattled Agency. He. * 
could no; vin. His own role could / 
; not be Oihcr than sacrificial; it has' ,/'- 
‘ long been apparent - that Colby's' , , 
. tenure as CIA -director would hot bo "• ' 
a long one. The Rockefeller Com'-'y 
mission nil but dismissed him with.}' 
Us recommendation that-'fufure CIA 
’■ directors be sought from' outside tho 
career service of the agency, 

■ ' COLBY WAS controversial even ' 

• within . the CIA . Itself, 'There -were-. ”• 

* many wilh'n. (he, clandestine scrvic- ..." 
er,, especially nt the morn senipr '* 

(levels, vho detested him, They / 

‘ were Ihr old-stylo intelligence offj- ) 
,,cers, frorrt Colby’s’’ own gcncratim), • f* 

’- ..who believed that the agency’s be$t • 

’’ response- to congressional and pub- . . 1 
-••lie critic .srft would be to stodew^ir 


it. He. was decidedly mors popular •’ ’ 

-with tho younger generation of CIA ! k 

officers. ' ’ * *' u 

I was myself dubious about . 

•;Colby for a long time. At l he begin- 
'nlng of his directorship he seemed' 

,fo me to be all too public. He let his 
■Jiair down about intelligence tech- . 

’niques at off-the-record press brief- 
ings, and was slung when hi?, back- 
ground information oppeaj'ecjU/in 
./print. . ’ . i / •/: ; 

, s But he learned’ fcom ids mistakes. 

’.'As criticism of the -CIA. intensified ' 
he became increasingly effective as 
its defender. It is absurd Jo.- believe 
that the CIA could -.have.,..., stone- 
walled it. It had, througlj/iLs own 
.misdeeds, opened itself -to public 
criticism anti suspicion;' it was in- 
cumbent upon the agency tc clear 
, its name and its record. 

• • It 'would -have been best for the. 

CIA and the nation if the 'agency/. 

"had been' given' to the opportunity^ 
to clear its name nt congressional "" 
hearings conducted behind 'closed 
doors and summarized in n f>na! 
public report. But if hearings were/ 

.•not ^conducted in this responsible’ ' 

'/manner, the failure must be allrib- ; 

* i Tupn to Page 0 . ; . 
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